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A Good Start to Service to God.                     By Rev. Deford 
 
Serving in the ministries of the local church is very important. Each member has gifts and 
graces that God has given that are needed to build up the body of Christ. As each member 
uses his or her gifts and graces, God will bless the lives of others in the church. But in order 
for members to be blessings to others in the church, there must be a good and right start. 
 
A good start for service to God begins with responding to His call for service. Jesus is an ex-
cellent example of this. The voice of God represents God’s summons to Jesus for public min-
istry. “You are my Son, whom I love.” This statement describes Jesus as the unique Son of 
God. But also it designates Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus at this point prepares to begin his 
public ministry. It recalls the experience of Moses who meets God during the burning bush 
event, after which Moses goes on the assignment that God has given him. His assignment is 
to become the leader and deliverer of God’s people from Egypt. 
 
There will be occasions in our lives when we respond to God’s giving us assignments to carry 
out in the local church or in the community. Whatever the assignment is, be certain that God 
has given us the necessary abilities to carry out what has been given to us. It is our duty to be 
faithful and open to God and allow God to use us as God wills. God will not assign to us 
something that we are not equipped to handle in this world. Beloved, be open to what God 
has for us to do. 
 
A good start of service to God is having God’s approval. The words “beloved” and “well 
pleased” convey the idea of choice and special relationship. Jesus has now received his com-
mission and is ready to begin his ministry. It is good to have God’s approval in anything that 
we do. Tasks that seem right to us and good may not necessarily be pleasing to God. That’s 
why it is so important that we ask the question: “Is what I am doing pleasing God? Do my ac-
tions reflect the presence and approval of God in my life?” 
 
Psalms says “Lead me, O Lord in your righteousness, because of my enemies, make your 
way straight before me.” (Psalm 5:8) As long as God is leading us, we know that we have 
God’s approval in what we do. 
 
We are  to keep in mind the words of the Apostle Paul: “Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God
- what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  (Romans 12:1,2)     

 
 
 
On this day, O God, the ground shook, swallowing up the old and 
the young babies at the breast and those whose words had be-
come faint whispers; swallowing up futures and dreams and leav-
ing living terror in its place. 
 
On this day, O God, as we remember that we are all from the dust, we pray for those 
who suffer in Haiti.  We pray for those who grieve known losses and for those who 
are waiting.  We pray for those who are helping, for those who will travel to help, and 
for the thousands who need help. Lord, have mercy upon your suffering people. Make 
your presence known and grant us Your peace. Amen.  By Rev. Ehrlichmann 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93008204
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95099902
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                                     UMW NEWS 

Thanks to the dedication, donations, and hard work of our church mem-

bers the Soup Fest and Flea Market that was held on January 9th was a 

great success!  Despite the cold 25 degree weather, people came by to 

shop the flea market and sample the 12 different homemade soups, chili, 

and stew that were donated by church members and supporters.               

Thank you for your talents in the kitchen, soup makers!   

The cream of crab soup (a Soup Fest favorite) along with beverage and hotdog sales had people 

lining up and kept the volunteers at the kitchen window quite busy most of the day!  Wonderful 

work as always Flo, Patty, and Ed!  And thanks for the extra pair of hands 

there from Jamie too.  As always, Joan and Dolores did a great job collecting 

money at the door.  We also appreciate the additional unexpected help from 

all those who pitched in to lend a hand with set-up and clean-up to include 

Bernie Jr., and Dick and Doloresô family and others who had come to support 

this fundraising event to raise money for the D.C. area charity Courtneyôs 

House.  Courtneyôs House is an organization that provides a safe and lov-

ing home, in addition to life skills and counseling, for victims of domestic 

sex trafficking.  They are dedicated to ending domestic sex trafficking 

and commercial sexual exploitation of all children.  Soup Fest and flea 

market proceeds of $355 were presented by check to this worthy cause on 

behalf of the United Methodist Women of Magothy (UMW).  The UMW 

meets from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month to discuss 

fundraising events and church business.  All are welcome to attend and stay for Bible study    

afterwards from 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Please join us for our next Soup Fest and Flea Market fundraiser 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on February 

6th where proceeds will be donated to support the Deaf blind adult camp.  Thanks again to all 

those who continue to support Magothyôs  fundraising events and these worthy causes. 

 

For Every Season    You probably remember that famous passage. A time to "this" and a time 

to "that". Let's see how much of it you really remember.......                                                           

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: 

a time to be b_____ and a time to die, a time to e____ and a time to refrain, 

a time to plant and a time to up_____, a time to search and a time to g___ up, 

a time to kill and a time to h______, a time to keep and a time to t___ away, 

a time to tear down and a time to b______, a time to tear and a time to m____, 

a time to w_____ and a time to laugh, a time to be silent and a time to s____, 

a time to mourn and a time to d______, a time to l_____ and a time to hate, 

a time to scatter stones and a time to g____ them, a time for w_____ and a time for peace. 

                                                                Ecclesiastes 3 
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     History of our Magothy Church [part 4] 

 In an effort to bring more people into Magothyôs membership, revivals were held every night 

for approximately 2 weeks. Revivals occurred in the fall (after the crops were in). Two or more 

churches combined their revival meetings. During these days, a probationary period of 6 

months was required ahead of full membership. During the 6 month period, attendance and  

behaviors were observed. Older members would walk about the church between prayers and 

hymns stopping to influence the wavering ones while the congregation sang ñAlmost Per-

suaded.ò 

 

Following are some of Magothyôs accomplishments after the rebuilding of the church in 1859. 

Having been built in 1875, the deed to the brown building across the street  was given to the 

church in 1923. It was used for many church suppers and as an overflow for a large Sunday 

School attendance. 

 

For many years, a school house near the home of William Calvert Sr. (at the present site of   

the golf course on Ft. Smallwood Road) was used as an extension of Magothy because it was 

located near to a large part of the membership. Among other things it was used for Sunday 

School, Christmas & Easter exercises where the children would dress up and recite pieces of 

the programs, and ñExperience Meetingsò where members would tell of actual experiences in 

their life when God had helped them. There is no record of exactly when, but eventually these 

meetings became our adult Sunday School classes. 

  

After World War II, population in the area was rapidly growing. Plans for an education build-

ing to serve church and community began under the leadership of Rev. Ernest Twigg.  In 1954 

a successful Building Fund Drive earned $37,226 in pledges, which was a large part of the esti-

mated cost of $85,00. On February 17, 1957 the cornerstone was laid. By summer of 1957 the 

children marched from the church to the new building for the Sunday School class.  To further 

serve the community, a kindergarten program started in this building. It was very successful 

but discontinued when the Anne Arundel County School started a kindergarten program. 

 

By 1969 the building was overflowing. A second floor was added. Shortly thereafter, class-

room space was rented by AACo Schools to house the overflowing school population. The 

rental fees allowed Magothy to pay mortgage payments for several years. In 1972, the present 

Magothy Co-op Nursery was established by Priscilla Ward and became State accredited in 

1976. The building is used today by community organizations and church meetings/functions 

as well as the Co-op Nursery.  

 

Our next issue will be about the establishment of Magothy UMC of the Deaf. 



Postmaster, please deliver to: 

Magothy United Methodist Church of the Deaf 

3703 Mountain Road 

Pasadena, MD 21122 

Sun. 3   Worship  
Tues. 5 UMW meeting @ 6:30pm 

Fri  8  ASL Dinner 

Sat. 9  Soup Fest & Flea Market  
Sun 10 Worship & Communion  

Sun 17  S. S. & Worship  

Tues. 19 Bible Study @ 7:30pm   
Sun 24  S. S. & Worship  

Sun 31  S. S. & Worship (after ser-

vice we will have a pot luck lunch. 
You are welcome to join us; please 

bring a covered dish.) 

 S.S.= Sunday School  @ 9:30am 

        
 

Tues. 2 UMW meeting @ 6:30 pm 

& Bible Study @ 7:30 pm 
Fri. 5  ASL Dinner 

Sat. 6 Soup Fest & Flea Market 

Sat. 6 Deaf Coffee @ Starbucks 
Sun  7  S.S .&  Worship  

Sun. 14  S. S. & Worship & 

 Communion 
Tues. Bible Study @ 7:30pm 

Sun. 21  S. S. & Worship 

Sun  28  S. S. & Worship (after ser-
vice we will have a pot luck lunch; 

please bring a covered dish.) 

  

Ch 40.13 - "Lord, please save me.  Lord, come quickly to help me." 

70.5 - "But I am poor and needy.  God, come quickly to me.  You are the One who helps me 

and saves me.  Lord, please don't wait any longer." 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93074174
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95099642

